A STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS    145
years to come, was an event which, at the time, opened the eyes of even the least discerning of French observers. While it enabled them to divine, perhaps better than they otherwise might have done, the causes of the audacity of Germany in her Moroccan policy, it also enhanced for them the value of the Entente with England, and made them all the more vigilant as to the preservation of that Entente, according to the conception of its promoters. British politics, both domestic and foreign, were bound to be watched by Frenchmen as jealously as they watched their own, and even more carefully and jealously than they watched those of Russia. England had partially taken the place of Russia in French affections. In the same breath in which Frenchmen repudiated, and sincerely repudiated, the notion that the Entente was dear to them because it meant a possible revanche, and insisted, and sincerely insisted, that they longed above all for European peace, they acknowledged that the Entente was possible only because it satisfied the common interest of France and England in thwarting the manoeuvres of a common foe. That foe was Germany, who was imperilling British sea-power after having torn great strips of flesh from the side of France.
France has never desired war, but she has never wished for a peace which is a " peace at any price/' During the past few years, for the first time, perhaps, in history since the Dukes of Normandy ceased to govern both at Caen and London, Frenchmen have honestly, even cordially, desired the well-being of England. Every event which can contribute to England's greatness has been a sincere joy to them. Every incident tending to diminish England's standing, alter her traditions, weaken her as a world-power, has been regarded in France with surprise and with something like dismay. These words apply to the rank and file of the French nation. The pervasive genuine goodwill of Frenchmen towards England after 1905 has been, and is, a fact which stands for all it is worth, all it is possible to
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